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NEWS AND EVENTS FROM WITHIN THE GATES OF CAMP RIDGECREST FOR BOYS

Hey there campers! We are entering another re-
cord-breaking summer and thankfully you are a part 
of it! For some of you this will be your first summer 
with us. And for others, you already know and love 
camp! As we plan activities, choose the clothing for 

the store, write cabin devotions, hire staff and fix 
things around camp, you are our main focus. We are 
thankful that you chose to spend part of your summer 
at Camp Ridgecrest. It’s almost summertime and we 
are ready to see you here. Start preparing for a great 

HELLO 2013 CAMPERS!

YOUR TRIBAL LEADERS
APACHE - Zack Ayers
LC Sensible Stoat at your service. I’ll be a senior at James Madison University (Go Dukes!) 
and this is going to be my tenth summer at Camp Ridgecrest. One of my favorite things 
about camp are the friendships you make - no matter where you are in life, I’ve always 
found that camp has an awesome way of introducing campers and staff to some true 
warriors in Christ. Apache brethren, hope y’all are ready for some canteen and Sock War!

SHAWNEE - Brandon Davis
Chief Intense Timberwolf comin’ at cha from Terre Haute, Indiana where I am a Junior 

at The Indiana State Univeristy “Home of the Sycamores”. I am a full time student where 
I am studying to be an elementary school teacher. This is my 12th year at camp and my 

favorite thing about camp is that complete strangers come to camp and grow together 
worshiping the same awesome God. I can’t wait to throw some water balloons during 

SubWars with the crazy cool Shawnee. 

CHOCTAW - Nathan Burkett
Chief Riotous Orangutan back as your Choctaw TL for this summer! I’m a senior dawg at 
Mississippi State University, and this will be my 4th summer at camp. I’m excited to stir 
up another Civil War on Choctaw Hill while other tribes stay jealous. However I’m most 
excited to see Jesus begin transforming and keep transforming lives through the Holy 
Spirit’s work at camp. We are mighty! We are raw! 

ARAPAHO - Dean Helton
Chief Winsome Welara here. This will be my 3rd summer at Camp Ridgecrest, and I am 

a senior at Mid America Baptist Theological Seminary. My favorite thing about camp 
is getting to grow Godly relationships with the campers while they experience the best 

summer of their life. I am looking forward to leading the mighty Araps to victory in the 
ultimate Frisbee game against the Sioux!

SIOUX - EP Keller
Chief Temperate Rhino bringing up the rear from Greenville, SC and graduate of the 
Clemson University (Go Tigers!). God has led me back for my 7th summer at camp 
to keep blazing trails and watching Araps fail.. in frisbee so good luck Welara. My 
favorite thing about camp is how evident the presence of God is witnessed in the many 
relationships and interactions between new and former campers and staffers. But as much 
as I love camp, I cannot wait to get out on the trail with my Blazers!
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Matt Stapp 
Sam Pineda
Steven Fuller
Zack Ayers
Brandon Davis

Nathan Burkett
Dean Helton
EP Keller
Morgan Byrd
Tory Singer

Rustin Hamann
Carson Torbert
Cam Barnhardt
Camden Baker
Patrick Streeter

Anna Johnston 
Michelle Query
Heather Penn
Mitchell Turner
Evan Cummins 

Thomas Taylo
Ben Pineda
Andrew Glynn
Ben Wade
Raleigh Cothran

Jake Crone
Asa De Armas
Harrison Collins
Mike Payne
Ben Brockman
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Here’s a list of  staff  that will be returning this summer. Don’t worry, this list is growing!

This summer we want to explore what 
real life looks like and how we were 
created to experience life along side the 
God who designed us. This summer’s 
theme is called “Not My Own.” The 
more we get to know God, the more 
it is obvious that life isn’t all about us. 
In fact, as children of God, we actually 
belong to a loving God who bought us 
with a high price. If we try to do life 
alone, we will surely fall short. Life is 
meant to be experienced with the Holy 

Spirit living inside of us. Knowing this 
drives us to honor God with our bodies 
and discover life the way He intended 
it to be. 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 says, 
“Do you not know that your bodies are 
temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in 
you, whom you have received from God? 
You are not your own; you were bought 
at a price. Therefore honor God with 
your bodies.” We love learning more 
about our God with you as we enjoy the 
summer of a lifetime. See you soon…

NOT 

MY
 OWN

On our website, click “About Our Staff” for a detailed Bio 
on each summer staffer joining us this summer! Get to 
know our staff before you arrive! We are proud of the men 
that serve along side us here at Camp! Updated weekly...

SUMMER STAFF PROFILEACROSS
3. hard workers in kitchen
4. _____ showers
6. “God” at Council Ring
8. camp canine
10. brother tribe of the Sioux
12. _____ clap clap
13. middle green tree
16. Ron’s hair style
17. Camp’s epic war
18. Sioux home abbreviated

DOWN
1. Nook ice cream “Sunday”
2. golf played at camp
5. “red hot” tribe
7. “No” at Council Ring
9. Middle East or toilet
11. “good” or “yes” at Council Ring
12. outdoor living, soccer, etc.
14. “lights out” song
15. the “stealer”
16. colorful catapult

Camp
Ridgecrest
Crossword

We did things a little differently this year for our college bowl picks challenge. 
Campers and staff chose their picks on espn.com. Each person picked the school 
they thought would win each bowl as well as ranked it according to confidence. 
The higher the confidence, the more points you would get for a correct pick. We 
are proud to announce Josh Collins as our Ridgecrest Bowl Picks winner! Josh 
gets one free item from the 2013 clothing store this summer. Congrats Josh! 

COLLEGE FOOTBALL BOWL PICKS WINNER

RETURNING STAFF FOR 2013

One of  the best things about Camp Ridgecrest is that it 
promotes the healthiest and strongest of  relationships. In 
2003, I met two guys who I am still happy to call some of  
my best friends. Will Henderson, Scott Suggs and I spent 
many of  the past ten years cleaning and running camp in 
the summers.  
 
Scott and I were JCs in 2003, and I remember then-AD 
Trey Davis spraying us with mud from the big blue truck 
on Opening Day just before the gate was opened. Will and 
I worked in the best cabin, Arap 20 (now 23), for the last 
six weeks of  that same year. In 2007 and 2008, Will and I 
worked side-by-side again as Administrative and Program 
Directors. One of  my favorite times with Will happened 
weekly as we finished “Songs with Ron” when Will and I 
were introduced for the staff  meeting.
 

Throughout these ten years, I recall memory after memory 
between the three of  us. The friendships continue even 
outside of  camp; one of  the most special moments occurred 
this past summer as Will and I were in Scott’s wedding. 
These two guys have been with me, have helped me better 
understand how to live and have shown me how to be a 
Christian in a very confusing society. As we come up on the 
85th reunion this summer, I am super excited to spend more 
time with them and to continue talking 
about the past and dreaming about 
how great it will be to have our 
sons at camp together.
 
Caleb McClain
Chief  Gentle Bison
2003-2012 85TH SUMMER

A MESSAGE FROM ALUMNI AND FRIENDS

If you haven’t tried this yet, you will love it this summer! 
Paddle Boarding is a blast and a fun way to explore Lake 
Ridgecrest during Free Swim! Grab a new friend and make 
your way to the waterfront. This is gonna be awesome!

PADDLE BOARDS



CAMP RIDGECREST
FOR BOYS

PO Box 279
Ridgecrest, NC 28770

PHONE
800.968.1630

FAX
828.669.5512

E-MAIL
rscamps@

ridgecrestcamps.com

Some sessions still 
have openings! 

Tell your friends!

One LifeWay Plaza
 Nashville, TN 37234-0138

To keep you in the camping spirit, we are introducing a new blog post on the 3rd Friday of 
each month on our Just for Parent’s blog. Watch for a new craft idea that you can complete at 
home either alone or with the help of a parent or friend. Each project is designed to remind 
you of camp and the incredible memories we all share. Each post will include step by step 
instructions, material lists and even helpful pictures. Have fun!

CAMP CRAFTS AT HOME

You probably already know that we love making and sharing videos with you from camp. Not 
only do we upload all of these videos to YouTube.com/RidgecrestCamps, but we also have a 
private Video Wall on our website. Simply go to the Camp Ridgecrest for Boys page and click 
Video Wall. You will find our latest videos, and even some favorites from the summer. Nothing 
passes the winter hours quite like watching videos from Camp Ridgecrest!

VIDEO WALL

CHECK OUT OUR BLOG
Our Paddles is the official boy’s 
camp blog, and is updated weekly. 
More info on how to “follow” 
us can be found on our website! 
RidgecrestCamps.com 

RidgecrestCamps.com
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